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SUMMARY

The westernization in the Ottoman State first began in the military field by the
goverment .The reforms carried out many reforms in bureaucracy, law and education, by
taking the European models as a base.The westernization movement was turned into an
ideological movement during the reign of the Sultan Abdulaziz.A group of intelectualls
started an ideologicial struggle for establishing a parliamentery monarchy which based
on an European constitution.The westernization proces opened an ideologicial gap
among the people The Young Turks tried to fill this gap by using nauonahsm as an 1de-

ology.

i l.Introduction

The Muslims obtained superiority agamst the Chnstlans twice in the
continent of Europe .One of these was the State of Emevite established in
the western part of Europe, in Spain.The other one was the Ottoman State
founded in the eastern part of Europe.While the Muslim superiorty in
Spain declined during the 14th and 15th centuries, the Muslims were
strenghtening theeir superiority over Christians, on the eastern front

- The Ottomans set up their state on the ruins of the Seljuks as a small
emirate in the western Anatolia. They organised their state on the Islamic
principles and started to expand their territorial boundaries. Towards the
end of the 17th century, they reached up to Vienna.In the earlier, their state

was functioning according to the Islamic principles, including an excel-
lent system of justice. When they started to de- cline, their belief and mo-
ral practices did also.The main reasons for the dechne of the Ottoman State
can be summarized as follows ' —
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- -The expending luxurious life among the ruling elite of the state,
-The sprouting corruption and exploitation 1n the administfation :

-The ne gh gence of scrennﬁc 1nst1tutlons of the1r studles and researeh
act1v1tles

“The dissolving of the : army and the bureaucratrc organlsatlons and
land tenure system,

-The beginning of the 'industrial Revolution"in the western Europe

-The rising of a strong state like Rusia in the North The 1nterna1 '
conflicts caused by non-muslim minorities and economic problems arise
by the defunctivning of the social institutions, all paved the way of loosing
- the wars which took place beween the Ottoman State and the western
- countries.European countries developed their warfare by using new tech-
nology in defence industries. The war that took place between the Ottoman
State and the western countries. The war that took place between the Ot-

toman State and the Russia during the 18th and the 19th centuries ex-

‘hausted the economic resources of the State Despite the decline of the Ot-
toman military power against the European states, the Ottoman State was
- still the greatest poloncal power in Europe -

Some of the ruling class of the State suggested some reforms in the .
administrative system of the State in order to stop this decline. The reform-

ers wanted to reorganise economic, politic and military institutions of the
~west. Later the reformers wanted to expand the westernization to all so-

* ~ cial institutions. In spite of providing social solidarity among the people of

~State , these reforms increased differences between the muslim majority
and the ruling elite. Ow1ng to these reasons, reforms hastened the fall of
the. State ' -

‘Z.Westernization movement

-

~ The westernization in the Ottoman State first began in the military
field, by the goverment.The Sultan Selim III (1789-1808) was a reform-
1st.He wanted to abolish the Janissary army and to set up a new army simi-
lar to the Europeans.He established new schools which were* based on
the French educational system.The teachers who gave lectures at these
schools were brought from Europe.The newly founded printing house,
published military books which were translated from western langua-
ges. These books were read by the students of these schools.It has been
put forward that the ideas of the French Revulanons first entered into the
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country by these translated books (Levis,The Impact,105-125).The Sultan
-Selim 111 was planning new reforms based on the western models in the

non-military fields too, but he was murdered by the Janissary before real-
“izing his aims. | ' '

The Sultan Mahmut I1(1808-1839) was also a reformist who succed-
ed The Sultan Selim IIL.The new Sultan Selim abolished the Janissary as a
first duty and set up a new army.Then he carried out many reforms 1n bu-
reaucracy, law and education , by taking the European models as a base
for his reforms.The European powers increased their interference on the
internal affairs of the Ottoman State during the reign of the Sultan Mahmut
I1.They used the rights of the christian minorities advantageously as a co-

ver for their interventionist activities.

_ Mustafa Resnit Pasa the Grand Vezir of the Sultan Abdulmecit

- (1839-1861) who succeded the Sultan Mahmut IT was fond of the western
" (jvilization.He served as an ambassador of the Ottoman State in Paris and
London over a long period.The westernists call him 'the Great Reshit

" Pasa convinced the Sultan Abdulmecit to carry out the basic reforms.He

declared the decree of 'Restoration’ (Tanzimat Fermani) under the pres-
sures of the westerr. states.In the Restoration, it was accepted that the mus-

lim and the christians had equal rights.The traditional ‘millet systern(*) of
the ottoman State was left out and instead, the compatriot system of the eu-
rope was adopted.From this date on, the christian citizens began to get
high level administrative positions such as ambassadors, goverment advis-
~ ors. ministers and etc.Consequently the Christians used the govermental
facilities for the interests of their own communities.

~ The westernization process which was implemented in the military
and tecnological fields after the Restoration, got momentum in the legal,
administrative aspects and cultural life of the country. The western laws

were translated systematicaly into Turkish and were put into practice.New

schools were opened which gave education according to the western style
and the western countries obtained the right of opening schools in the Otto-
man State. The imperialist European powers (Britain, USA, France, Italy
and Germany) opened many schools using this opportunity. They carried

- People living within the boundaries of the Ottoman state were grouped according totheir
religious beliefs such as millets of Islam Jewish and Christians.According to the Islam-
ic law each of these groups were under the jurisdiction of their own jurisprudance such
as in Personel law, Family Law and Inheritance law matters.After the Restoration this
“system was abondoned and all Ottoman State was governed with the same law.(Cevdet
- Kucuk, ‘Ottoman Nation system and the Restoration', encyclopaedia of Turkey from the

Restoration to the Republic, Istanbul 1985) ' ' e
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out mlssmnary and other subsersrve actrvrtres at these schools as well
(Bailey, 25-38; Karpat 12)

The westernization movement_ was turned 1nto 1deological movement
during the reign of the Sultan Abdulaziz (1861-1876) by the intellectuals
like Namik Kemal, Sinasi, Ziya Paga and Ali Suavi. These people were
under the influence of the French Revulation. They started an ideologicial
struggle for establishing a parliamentry monarch which based on an Euro-
pean constitution. They set up a secret committee which was called the
New Ottomans and they opposed the Sultan Abdulaziz. The Committee of
New Ottomans was closed and some of its members were appointed to
new duties outside of Istanbul by the Sultan Abdulhamit II and the rest of
them went to europe (Ebuzziya, 60).

\ In the Ottoman State, pro-western intelligentsia whom were first
called 'the New Ottomans' and later, 'the Young Turks' were not able to
understand the Western Civilization adequately, so that they imitated the
western social life and the institutions as they were.They thou ght that
everything European were good and right, but the things which were is-
lamic and based on their own cultural values were out of date and worth-
less. The Young Turks began to wear like Europeans did. They developed
‘relations with the people around them the same way as the European did.

Even some of them suggested that tradltlonal Turkish food was not
enough, and therefore 1t was necessary to replace it with the European cui-

X
sine and the way of nounshment( ) In short, they wanted to 1rn1tate all the
values of the western culture. '

The westernization Process stopped during the reign of the Sultan
Abdulhamit IT (1876-1909). Abdulhamit was a religous person. He tried to
- reimplement the Islamic legal system and to arrange a suitable atmosphere
for the development of Islamic.thought. He especially followed an Islami¢
foreign a policy.The policies of the Sultan Hamit irritated Young Turks as
well as the external enemies of the Islam.From now on, the Young Turks

and the western imperialist powers focused all their efforts to dethrone the
Sultan Hannd

The muslim people liked the Sultan Abdulhamid and supported his

(*)Mehmet Kamil was teacher in the Faculty of Medicine. While he was in France he
- got accustomed to French food.He wrote a book which was called "melcet-ul Tabba-
hin"(the Shelter for Cooks). In this book, he defended that traditional Turkish food
was not good enough, and it should be replaced by that of Europeans(Hilmi Ziya U]k-
en, Hlstory of Modern Thought i In Turkey, Istanbul 1977 1977, p.81
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policies. The Young Turks were aware of that 1t was not poss1b1e to _

- change the people; therefore they aimed their efforts to the officers and the

intelligensia.Before getting to power, the Sultan promised that he would

declare a new constitution and would open the parliament. As soon as he
got throne he opened the parliament and declared the constltutlon

 “The first Ottoman Parliament was a cosmopolitan one and consisting
of 125 members. 77 members were muslim, 44 members were christian
and 4 members were jewish. The Sultan understood that under western in-
~ fluence the parliament could not do any good for the benefit of the country
and he closed it. The Sultan explamed reasons of closing the parliament as

follows

The parliamentarians should be in the service of the nation and
the state, but ours entered under the administration of some

certain interest groups and forei gn powers. The christian mem-
bers are serving only for the interest of their communities:
Armenians are working for the benefit of Armenistan and the

Greeks are working to give some more territories to Greece
(Oke 64) *

‘ After closing the parliamet, the Young Turks increaseed their op-
position activities and tried to make peOple beheve that all problems of the
country were origination from the adm.in:stration of the Sultan Abdulham-
_ 1d. The western powers supported the movement of the Young Turks by
~pointing out the rights of the christian minorities. The interventive activities
of the western countries caused many problems and difficulties for the Sul-
tan. He gave the following answer to the British Goverment, concermng
the rights of the christian minorities: -

‘ 'England has been colomsm g India for many years Could you
tell me 1f you appointed any muslim governer to India? Are
there any weapons in the hands of Indians to defend them-
selves? Is there any Indian representative who defend the
rights of his people at the British Parliament, which is the old-
est parliament, which 1s the oldest parhament 1n the World?

(Oke, 62).

The young Turks, who could not succeed in struggling openly, set

up secret organizations against the Sultan. The most important of these or-
ganizations was The Union and Progress' . It was founded in 1889. The
- Union and Progress got support from the army officers, intellectuals and
christian minorities in Balkans, but 1t could not receive support from the

mushm maJonty

316>



ﬁ 3-The Emergence of Nationalism'

The Young Turks had a weak understandmg of the World af—
fairs. They did believe in a parliament and a constitution as a magical tool
solving all problems. According to Huseyin Cahid who was one of the
leading members of the Committee of Union and Progress, 'altough the
~ Young Turks did not see how meets and works, they did believe in parlia-
ment as an 'amulet’ solving all problems/(Yalcin, 14). Also the Young
Turks did not have the ability to understand the ideas of leading western
thinkers of their time/(Mardin, 16). The Young Turks thought that by imi-
tating the western social life and values they will get the ability of under-
standing their thou ght. On the other hand, the Young Turks tried to cover
their shortcomings in this area by using the emergmg slogans of the
French Revulation, such as ‘equality’, fraternity’, justice’ and 'liberty’

- and so on. For this purpose, nationalism was accepted as a pohncal 1deolo-
oy (Mardin, 24). -

_ The 1slamlc 1nst1tut1ons ‘which the pro-westerners were agamst
were spoilt and not functioning to solve problems facing the people. De-
 spite of this, the people did believe in them and paid great respect. Where-
as, the institutions which were adopted from the west, had no relations

~with the history of the people and their faith. meg to this reasons, the
. people saw these 1nst1tuuons doubtful

The westernization process Continueo'as the new needs arouse and
- the well-practised institutions of the west were imitated. This situation

opened an 1dealog1c:a1 gap among the people. The young Turks tried to fill

this gap by using nationalism or so called 'Pan- Turklsm ‘was used to e
place Islam. - .

, ‘Nationalism was the product of western thought as socialism, liber-
- alism, democracy and secularism. They entered into the muslim communi-
ties too late. Nationalism first started among the christian minorities with
the influence of the western countries in the Ottoman land. Nationalism
showed its effects among Turks and the muslims later on. It could be well

stated that the Islamic policy of the Sultan Abdulharmd caused this delay.

The Young Ottomans, like Sma31 All Suavi and Suleyman Pasha
started Turkish nationalism as a form of interest towards the Turkish Lan-
guage and Turkish History/(Ulken, 81). There was not any ideological and
political side of nationalism on those days. Despite of that, it did not gain
much support from the ruling circle/(Mardin, 89). Under the influence of
‘the French Revulution, Turkish nationalism changedits nature, in time. Af-

ter the Balkan War of 1913 it gained an 1deolog1cal charecter as
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“PanTurkism' (Turanism). Turkish nationalism drew attention among the
:westernizers and this 1nterest has continued during the Republican Era.

‘The word of turan’ was flrst used in Hungary in 1839 to search the
roots of Turkish Qaum. Hermann (Haym) Vambery who was a founder of
"Turanism’/(Ulken, 205). A turanic society was founded in Budapest in
1911. Then Ziya Gokalp laid down the principles of Turanism. Ziya Go-

kalp was a famous Young Turk and he was a member of the Central Com-
- mittee of the Union and Progres. Accordmg to Ziya Gokalp, "Turanism'is

-a concept which means, a country in which all Turkish speaking people are
brou ght together under a single ﬂag (Gokalp, 89) - '

Ziya Gokalp was a secular thinker. He suggested that the religion
should be seperated from the state affairs and social lives and the influence
of Arabian and Persian cultures should be taken away. The secularity of
Turkish nationalists and their desire to reduce or take away the Islamic in-
fluences from the social life caused some troubles among other people of
' the state and speeded up nationalism(Antonius, 106). '

Turamsm came out as adominant ideology from the general meetin gs .
of Union and Progress in 1916. Since there was not any social class in the
- meaning of the western sense, religion’ and race’ were determinants of
political movements. Since, the westernization movement was against Is-
lam, nationalism was acceptud, but it was not easy to replace Islam with
nationalizm 1n a community where life was shaped wiht Islam for centu-
T11es. Even the Young Turks who defended secularizm made decisions un-
der the religios influence for some time. Some Young Turks such as Mi-
zanc1 Murat, suggested that it would be possible to integrate Islam with the

western thought and Islam could be used as a means for the forelgn policy -

(Mardln Gene51s 298)

It is difficult to explain why pe0p1e who served and defended Islam
- against the west for five centuries, became pro-western. Some people at-
tributed this change to the progress that took place in the west. In fact, this
should be attributed to the declice of the Islamic institutes in the decline of
the Islamic institutes in the Muslim world rather than the development
which was realized in the west, was based on the exploitation of millions
in the South Asia and Africa. The pro-westerns viewed the western civili-

zation from very far, they could not deal with its all institutions. '

- If the muslims could produce alternative ideas and institutions to that
of the west, the westernization movement could not easily get such high
momentum. The muslim scholars of those days did not follow the scientif-
1c and technical development which took place in the World. They spent




their time discussing minor problems and they could not introduce Islam as
a panacea that could solve the problems of their age.

Besides, these results of the westernization and nationalist move-
ments caused awakening of muslims. Especially, during the reign of the
Sultan Abdulhamid II, some activities went on concerning history, law and
the other Islamic sciences. Some writers like Mehmet Akif, Esref Edip,
and Said Halim Pasa followed Jamal ad-Din Afghani, Muhammad Abduh

- and Ferit Vejdi and defended Islamic vievs. , -~

4-Conslusion

The Young Turks who failed in the struggle against the Sultan Ab-
 dulhamid 11, later set up the secret society of the Union and Progress. That
secret committee found many supporters among the non-muslim munorities
in Balkans, especially in Selanik, but the same interest was not shown by
the muslims. The situation of Selanik may be atributted to the cosmopoli-
tan nature of the city. The city had a population of 140 thousands and more
than half of that population was Jews and 'converted jews' (donme). Ema-
nuel Karasu, who was later brought to an important post in the committee
of Union and Progress, was the grand master of the lodge of 'Macedonia

Risorta'(Ahmad, 281) ‘ |

One of the subjects which were discussed at the committee of the
Union and Progress in 1902 was a foreign invervention needed or not to
dehtrone the Sultan Abdulhamid II.In this discussion the pro-British group
wanted an external invervention to dethrone the Sultan. When the second
parliamentery monarchy proclaimed in 1908, a group of pro-British Young
Turks, among whom there was Dr Riza Nur, went to the British Ambassy
in Istanbul and prayed that 'the World seas should be full of with the Brit-
ish ships and the Britons should help the Turks in gaining their freedom
(Tuncay, 22-23) ' ‘

- The Young Turks were divided into two groups, one them were pro-
British, by the masonic lodges. This division may be attributed 1o their 1de-
ology. The pro-British group of the Young Turks were liberal. They want-
ed to implement liberal economic policies and establish a liberal administra-
tion. While the pro-Germans wanted to centralize the govermantal
administration and follow more goverment intervined economic policy.

The Ottoman State first got in touch with the western culture through
France. Many Turkish students were sent to France for their education and
French teachers came to Istanbul to teach. After the Crimean War, the Ot-
tomants' relations with European countries increased. But after the Balkan
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war, the pro-Bnnsh Young Turks lost and pro-Germans stren gthened
positions. In fact, the goverrnent of the Umon and Progrcss entered

- World War I with Germany.

- OSMANLI DEVLETINDE MODERNIST VE MILLIYETCI
' _ | AKIMLAR _

‘Osmanl1 Devletinde batlhlagma hareketleri ilk olarak devlet ta-
rafindan, idari ve askeri alanlara yonelik olarak baglatlldl Reformcular,
batidaki modelleri 6rnek alarak hukuk, idare ve egitim alanlarinda
‘ deg1§1k11kler yaptilar. Abdiilaziz doneminde, batililagma hareketi, devletin
- siyasi rejimini degistirmeye yonelik bir ideoloji savasina donug,tuAydmlar _
tilkede anayasali ve parlementosu olan batil1 bir monarginin kurulmasi igin
miicadele baslattilar.Batililasma yolunda yapilan degigsiklikler halk ile
- yoneticiler arasinda bir ideolojik kopukluga neden olmugtu.Bu boslugun
doldurulmasi 1¢in Jon Tiirkler nnlhyetglh gi kendilerine yeni bir ideoloji ola-

rak benimsediler.
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